yorkshire campaign for nuclear disarmament

PRESS STATEMENT – July 3rd 2003

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH
US halting of genuine elections and use of bully-boy language is shaming us all
Statement by the Yorkshire Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament
“

Yorkshire CND was astonished at the US President’s lack of diplomacy in a speech yesterday in which he called on those in Iraq keen to attack the US to “bring it on!”  Far from calming assessing the situation in Iraq, working with local and international experts and making efforts to develop a genuine Iraqi power-base in the country, he has simply employed the tactics of the playground bully and antagonised an increasingly angry section of Iraq’s community. 

Evidence has come to light recently that the US army (specifically Maj. Gen. Ray Odierno, commander of the 4th Infantry Division and the 3rd Infantry Division2) has ordered a halt to local elections and self-rule in provincial cities and towns across Iraq, choosing instead to install handpicked mayors and administrators, many of whom are former Iraqi military leaders. 

Far from welcoming the development of democracy from the grass-roots, with local people democratically electing their chosen representatives, the US is trying to mould an entire state to their liking, with their chosen framework and their chosen systems.  

Neil Kingsnorth of Yorkshire CND said,

“The US must trust the Iraqi people to develop a country as they see fit.  The US claim to have liberated the Iraqi people and so they must allow them the freedoms that that entails.  Creating a country for them will only cause anger, resentment and violence and will no doubt lead to serious unrest in the region.”

The UK and US have a responsibility to ensure that law and order is kept whilst and administration developed, they have the duty to ensure that clean water, working electricity supplies and sanitation and health care systems develop.  They then have a duty to leave the country.  The bully-boy tactics, playground language and selfish grasping on to this sovereign land is causing embarrassment to the UK and unrest in the world.

”

1) Notes

2) More info and comments from Yorkshire CND (Neil Kingsnorth – Development Worker) on 01274 730795 or 07818 411823

3) Details taken from article in Washingtom Post (http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/A42905-2003Jun27?language=printer  “Occupation Forces Halt Elections Throughout Iraq” – June 28th 2003)

