YORKSHIRE CND Press Release – 20th Feb 2003

For immediate use
YORK COUNCIL TO DEBATE FYLINGDALES THREAT

York Council is set to debate the threat of RAF Fylingdales to the region tonight, following the presentation of a motion by Liberal Democrat councillor Waller.  
The motion, which is set out below, notes that Fylingdales poses a threat both to the Yorkshire region and to international stability.  Yorkshire CND, which has been pushing hard for several months asking councils to present motions in opposition to missile defence, welcomes the debate and hopes for a positive outcome to the motion.  

Neil Kingsnorth, Development Worker at Yorkshire CND, said,

“The US system poses a very real threat to North Yorkshire. The chances of successfully attacking the USA are increased if an enemy blinds missile defence first.  One way to blind missile defence would be to knock out Fylingdales, and as such, despite MOD claims, the threat of an attack on Fylingdales prior to an attack on the US is a very real one.  Missile Defence is also a very genuine threat to world peace and stability and Councillor Waller is right to point this out.” 

The debate comes on the day that Yorkshire CND found out that the MOD is to cut down a swathe of forest at the back of Fylingdales to help spot protesters and terrorists – apparently in recognition of the base’s higher profile after the missile defence decision (press release attached).

ENDS

Notes:

1) Yorkshire CND is one of the organisations leading the anti-star wars campaign in Yorkshire and the UK.  More information from Neil Kingsnorth 01274 730795, 07818 411823 or neil@yorkshirecnd.org.uk
2) The text of the motion is:

“Council notes that HM government is minded to agree to the request from the United States Government to enhance the US National Missile Defence System (NMD).  Council believes that 

· the United States National Missile Defence System conflicts with international efforts to promote global security, especially the 1972 Anti Ballistic Missile Treaty

· the decision, which could place North Yorkshire under greater threat of attack, has been taken with minimal consultation by HM Government

Council requests the Chief Executive to write to HM Government Ministers to register the concerns of Council and to emphasise that the council would wish to see Britain exerting its influence, as a member of NATO, on the US government to desist from the NMD"
