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MOD TO DESTROY WOODLAND IN FYLINGDALES U-TURN

Yorkshire CND has learned that the Ministry of Defence is to cut down a swathe of woodland at the back of RAF Fylingdales – supposedly as a security precaution - only weeks after the Ministry of Defence (MOD) said there would be no visible changes to the area as a result of the base’s involvement in missile defence.  

The MOD, which claims that the move is also to help restore the land to its natural state of bog/moorland, argues that the action is necessary to combat protests at the base.  They claim that the wood can be used to hide in and so gain entry to the base.  However, Neil Kingsnorth of Yorkshire CND says the move is yet another sign that the base is becoming a bigger target.

“The base’s profile has been raised as a result of its involvement in missile defence.  We were promised by Geoff Hoon, defence secretary, that the base’s involvement in star wars would not disturb the area and that there would be no visible changes to the national park.  Now we find they’re chopping down a whole forest!  It seems apparent that the MOD is well aware the base is now a bigger target as a result of its use in the US star wars system.”

In reaction to the claim that the MOD is taking the action for conservation purposes, Neil Kingsnorth continued,

“The Ministry of Defence couldn’t care less about the environment – if it did it wouldn’t have built Fylingdales in a national park, it wouldn’t use depleted uranium and it wouldn’t have 200 nuclear warheads in its cupboards.  This is just spin to avoid the real reason – the base is a target.“

Yorkshire CND reacted by saying that protests at the base will continue and pointed out that, if anyone wanted to enter the base, they could do so with or without a forest to hide them – as has been shown on countless occasions.  Instead of trying to avoid the consequences of involvement in this system it should be having nothing to do with it in the first place, they said. 
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