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PAPER CONCLUDES RAF FYLINGDALES RADIATION RISKS MUCH WORSE THAN 

STATED BY UK GOVERNMENT

UK Government is spinning the figures to hide health risks

A paper by an ex-Fylingdales data analyst published this week appears to show that the UK government is ignoring valid concerns about the effects of electro-magnetic radiation at the controversial early warning radar station at Fylingdales in North Yorkshire.  The paper by Dr Dave Webb, now of the School of Engineering at Leeds Metropolitan University, claims that, whilst electro-magnetic levels at the missile defence base are within UK government limits (NRPB5), they are virtually at the maximum levels preferred by the European Council (ICNIRP6), which are ten times lower than UK accepted levels and which member states (including the UK) are supposed to implement.  The MOD however, refuses to accept these levels, quoting instead their own guidelines set by the NRPB.

The paper, published in “Electromagentic Hazard & Therapy” goes on to explain that even these EU levels may be too high as they are based on Radio Frequencies instead of Extremely low Frequency (ELF).  The paper quotes a European Parliament report which points out that “What distinguishes technologically produced electromagnetic fields from (the majority of) those of natural origin is their much higher degree of coherence.  This means that their frequencies are particularly well-defined, a feature that facilitates the discernment of such fields by living organism, including ourselves.  This greatly increases their biological potency, and “opens the door” to the possibility of frequency-specific, non-thermal influences of various kinds, against which existing Safety Guidelines - such as ICNIRP – afford no protection”
Radiation guidelines for the type of low-frequency radiation emitted from Fylingdales are 100 times more stringent than those even of the ICNIRP.  In other words, the radiation levels at Fylingdales are already close to the maximum levels set by the EU, to which the UK is obliged to adhere, and radiation may be much more intrusive than these levels allow for. 
The paper describes some of the effects of radiation emitted from radars such as Fylingdales, including less developed memory and attention span in children, depressed melatonin levels in cattle and a six-fold increase in chromosome damage in cows.  
Neil Kingsnorth, of Yorkshire CND, said,






(cont …)
“European Council Recommendation 1999/519/EC requires member states, including the UK, to implement the European levels for radiation from installations like Fylingdales.  In fact, radiation may be much more intrusive than even these levels allow for.  The government has an obligation to the people living near this radar base to fully investigate this matter.  They must implement studies in to the effects of low frequencies on biological organisms in the area and at the very least must commit properly to the ICNIRP levels.”  

With the base now destined to play a vital role in the US plans for a missile defence system, Yorkshire CND also asked that the government make public any information about how radiation levels will or may be affected by the base’s role in the system and that they investigate this issue as soon as possible.

· * * ENDS * * *

Notes to Editor

1) More information and comments from Neil Kingsnorth, Yorkshire CND on 01274 730795, 07818 411823 or neil@yorkshirecnd.org.uk.  You can also contact Dr Dave Webb on 0113 2741011 or at dave@webbjeff.free-online.co.uk 

2) The paper is published in Electromagentic Hazard & Therapy  - 2003, Vol 13, Nos 3-4 pp 6-7 Electromagnetic Hazard and Therapy is the only independent, regular news report in the United Kingdom, covering the research and debate on the health hazards of electromagnetic fields related to powerlines, VDUs, mobile phones/masts and microwave sources, such as radar, as well as their positive uses in orthodox and complementary medicine, including electro- and magnetotherapy.   More information available from www.em-hazard-therapy.com or from the Editor – Simon Best on 01730 816799 or 0906 4010237

3) In February 2003 the UK Government gave permission for the use of Fylingdales for the controversial proposed US missile defence system.  The decision followed a campaign by CND and other NGOs to oppose any UK involvement. 

4) Faxed versions of this Release include a copy of the article.  For further copies, contact Yorkshire CND or Dave Webb.

5) NRPB = National Radiological Protection Board

6) ICNIRP = International Committee on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection
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