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Yorkshire People Target Britain’s Weapons of Mass Destruction

Protesters to leave for Scotland to shut down nuclear base

A group of protesters from Bradford and Leeds are leaving Yorkshire on Monday to help shut down the nuclear weapons base in Faslane, west of Glasgow, during Tuesday’s “The Really Big Blockade” event. Throughout the day on Tuesday, protesters will attempt to shut down the Clyde Naval Base by blocking the access gates, whilst hundreds more will be protesting in opposition to British Weapons of Mass Destruction. 

In total, over a thousand people, including politicians, church leaders, students and pensioners, are expected to attend.  The event is organised by Trident Ploughshares and CND. 

Vicky Hall, of Yorkshire CND, said

“Using or threatening to use nuclear weapons is illegal under international law and it’s also a form of terrorism. By refusing to decommission its Trident submarines, the British government is using fear to push its political, economic and strategic interests internationally. Rather than a deterrent, the weapons kept at Faslane are a political tool in getting other countries to abide by Britain’s wishes.”

The protesters say they also aim to highlight the UK government’s hypocrisy in targeting Iraq for it’s potential Weapons of Mass Destruction, when it openly possesses nuclear submarines armed with nuclear warheads. In the last two and a half years, there have been four sit-down protests at Faslane, disrupting work in the base and attracting thousands of demonstrators. 

Vicky Hall continued

“The Trident system threatens millions of civilian lives and costs the UK over £1.5 billion a year, money that could be spent on public services or used to more effectively guarantee public safety by eliminating the conditions under which terrorism thrives.” 

Britain’s nuclear Trident system consists of four submarines, all housed at Faslane. One submarine is on patrol at all times, continuously ready to target up to 48 nuclear warheads, each seven times as powerful as the bomb dropped in Hiroshima in 1945.  

ENDS

1) Notes for Editor

2) Contact details: Yorkshire CND development worker Neil Kingsnorth can be contacted at Yorkshire CND on 01274 730795 or neil@yorkshirecnd.org.uk or at any time on 07818 411823.

3) Yorkshire CND campaigns for a nuclear free world.  Current priority campaigns include Star Wars (Missile Defence), nuclear convoys and Trident nuclear submarines.
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