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PERSS RELEASE – JANUARY 17th 2003

For Immediate use

AT LEAST 1000 PREDICTED TO ATTEND REGIONAL ANTI-WAR DEMO IN BRADFORD

AT LEAST 1000 people are expected to march through Bradford City Centre on Saturday 18th January in a regional rally against a war on Iraq.  The event, organised by Yorkshire CND and the Bradford Stop the War coalition, will see people attending from all the Yorkshire counties as well as hundreds from Bradford itself, and promises to be a colourful, noisy and truly multi-cultural affair.

People will assemble in Lister Park (Oak Lane entrance), Manningham Lane at 12 noon and leave on a noisy, banner-filled march through the city at 1pm, accompanied by music from the Peace Artistes and Karl Dallas and his band.  The march will end at Centenary Square, in the town centre, where there will be a final Rally with music and speakers including,

Alan Simpson (MP and chair of parliamentary anti-war group)
Carol Naughton (National Chair Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament)

Chris Hancock (The Dean of Bradford)
Anis Tikriti (Secretary, Muslim Association of Britain)

Quentin Deakin (Green Party)

After the Rally, at approximately 3pm, religious groups from across Bradford will come together to hold an inter-faith vigil for peace, also in Centenary Square.  The event will end at 4pm.

Neil Kingsnorth, Development Worker for Yorkshire CND, said,

“This march gives the people of Yorkshire and the North-East the chance to voice their opposition to an unjustified, illegitimate, illegal and immoral attack on Iraq. People in Yorkshire and across Britain are opposed to the killing of innocent people for oil and strategic positioning in the Middle East.  They see Blair’s war rhetoric for what it is – yet another selling out of the British people in favour of US foreign policy.  That’s why we’re confident they’ll be out in droves on January 18th.”

Lesley McGorrigan, Chair of the Stop the War Coalition in Bradford, said,

“George W Bush and Tony Blair are resolved to bringing a devastating war to the people of Iraq, despite UN weapons inspections of 230 sites so far having failed to find any 'smoking guns'. Most people seem to understand that this war is primarily about control of the region's vast oil reserves (of which Iraq has a proven 113 billion barrels). In Britain we have a special duty to mobilise against Bush's fig leaf of international support for attacking Iraq - Tony Blair. The demonstration in Bradford on 18 January is a crucial part of this. Everyone who wants the world to be a safer place should join the protests against war.”
ENDS

Notes for Editor

1) Further information and interviews available from Neil Kingsnorth on 01274 730795, 07818 411823 or neil@yorkshirecnd.org.uk and Lesley McGorrigan on 01274 597040 or 07762 059808
2) Stewards and organisers will be at Lister park (Oak Lane entrance) from about 11am.  The march will leave at 1pm and the route will be:  Manningham Lane to Manor Row to John Street to Westgate to Sunbridge to centenary Square. Speeches are due to start at 2pm (or as soon as the march arrives) and will end at around 3pm.

3) The inter-faith vigil will start as soon as the main rally is over. More info: Chris Howson -  01274 685256
4) The event precedes a national anti-war demonstration in London on Saturday February 15th where once again, predictions for attendance are in the region of half a million.  Bradford has already started to book coaches for the event.  Last October 14 coach-fulls of people attended a similar demo from Bradford.

5) The 18th January demonstration in Bradford is supported by the Muslim Association of Britain.

